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Pest, disease and weed survey results 

 
During January three surveys gathered current 

information about pest, disease and weed 

management in wildflower crops. Information 

was needed to allow the wildflower industry to 

benefit from a new RIRDC project that will 

support various smaller industries with up to 

date pesticide information and advice to 

address existing and future disease, insect or 

weed problems. It is being managed by 

AgAware Consulting Pty Ltd and WildFlowers 

Australia is assisting. The surveys aimed to 

identify pest, disease and weed management 

issues of most concern to the industry to support 

the principal objective of the project, which is 

to collect the pesticide priorities of the 19 ‘small 

and non-levy industries’ of RIRDC. The 

information may also be used to produce a 

‘spray guide’ listing the key pests, diseases and 

weeds and the best available and legal control 

options. 

 

Most returns were for the disease/weed 

management survey which attracted 17 replies, 

then the pest survey (16 replies), while the 

postharvest survey achieved 5 returns (with 

another 12 growers reporting that postharvest 

pest and disease problems are not an issue for 

them). The relatively small number of returns as 

a proportion of growers in the industry means 

that the list of key pests, diseases and weeds 

(see below) may not be truly representative 

across the industry or cover the full range of 

crops affected. Still, it’s a start. 

 
 

Main pests 

Most growers identified scale insects (13 

growers); bud/stem borers, which seem to be 

mainly the Waratah bud and stem borer (also 

known as the macadamia twig girdler) (10); 

and caterpillars (8), as a problem; followed by 

ants (which may be associated with scale 

insects or other pests that exude honeydew) 

(6), bugs (including psyllids) (6), thrips (4), 

beetles (4), leaf miners (4), mites (3), aphids (2), 

grasshoppers (2), slugs and snails (1).  Other 

pests identified were earwigs and spiders, along 

with vertebrate pests (wallabies and rabbits). 

No one noted problems with whiteflies. 

 

With most wildflower crops being perennial 

woody species, it wasn’t surprising that scale 

insects and borers were the most common 

pests. These insects are less of an issue in 

traditional flower crops which are replanted 

more frequently.  

 

Selected crops (flannel flower and kangaroo 

paws) are being grown in greenhouses in 

potting media, to overcome weed and disease 

issues associated with field growing and 

improve quality.  Unfortunately, this protected 

intensive production means that pests like mites 

and aphids are a problem, as they are for a 

wide range of greenhouse flower and 

vegetable crops. 

 

Some pests are specific to wildflower crops – 

two of them are psyllids on Christmas bush and 

the waratah bud and stem borer (also known 

as the macadamia twig girdler) on waratahs. 

Growers may not be aware of two NSW DPI 

publications that go into details about these 

pests and their management. See  

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_

file/0009/286830/Improved-on-farm-

management-of-Waratah-bud-and-stem-

borer.pdf 

and 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/horticult

ure/floriculture/health/mgt-psyllids-nsw-

christmas-bush 

 

 
Waratah buds with bud borer moth damage 

 
Banksia plagiocarpa flower head  - unmarketable 

due to borer 

(Both photos courtesy Lowan Turton, NSW DPI) 

 

Main diseases 

The main diseases were: root and stem rots and 

damping off (9), leaf diseases (9), rust (2), 

Elsinoe (2), botrytis (1) and other (stem cankers – 

1 grower). 
 

Weed management 

Four growers used pre-planting treatments to 

manage weeds, 14 treated grassy weeds in 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/286830/Improved-on-farm-management-of-Waratah-bud-and-stem-borer.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/286830/Improved-on-farm-management-of-Waratah-bud-and-stem-borer.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/286830/Improved-on-farm-management-of-Waratah-bud-and-stem-borer.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/286830/Improved-on-farm-management-of-Waratah-bud-and-stem-borer.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/horticulture/floriculture/health/mgt-psyllids-nsw-christmas-bush
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/horticulture/floriculture/health/mgt-psyllids-nsw-christmas-bush
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/horticulture/floriculture/health/mgt-psyllids-nsw-christmas-bush
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cropping areas and 11 treated broad leafed 

weeds. Eleven growers applied a range of 

approaches to manage weeds within the crop.  
 

Postharvest disinfestation 

Relatively few people reported postharvest pest 

and disease problems, but everyone who 

exported also applied a postharvest 

disinfestation treatment. Some growers who 

export reported detections of insects on their 

products in post entry quarantine, such as 

Lepidoptera, thrips, scale and psyllids, and the 

frustration of useless feedback like ‘vague 

descriptions of a bug’. Some pests like scale 

and mealy bugs tend to remain on the product, 

even if the treatment has killed them, and so 

may get quarantine inspectors (needlessly) 

excited! 

 
Non-chemical approaches common  

A welcome trend is the use of ‘non chemical’ 

and IPM-type strategies to manage pests, 

diseases and weeds. Several growers monitor 

their crops and by doing so avoid using any 

chemicals at all. They may also actively 

encourage natural predators and parasites, 

including birds and ladybirds. Alternative 

strategies include use of beneficial insects as 

part of an IPM program, and ‘tried and tested’ 

rogueing, or removal of contaminated plants, 

or removal of affected leaves or stems by 

pruning. One grower noted that this season, 

there has been such an abundance of 

ladybirds in the plantation, and that they have 

done such a good job cleaning up pests that 

he hasn’t had to spray much at all.  

 

For diseases, some growers are using beneficial 

microbes (such as Trichoderma and 

Pseudomonas), managing crops to improve 

their resilience (e.g. by raising the silicon 

content* in the tissues), using cultural methods 

such as mounding of beds, managing irrigation 

carefully to avoid waterlogged soils, building up 

plant and soil health through appropriate 

cultural methods and keeping the canopy 

open through pruning.  

 

By reducing sprays, and limiting use of broad 

spectrum chemicals, naturally occurring 

beneficial organisms are given the best chance 

to keep pests under control – be they ladybird 

beetles, birds or beneficial microorganisms on 

plant surfaces or in the soil. 

 

Many growers used non chemical approaches 

for weeds, including hand weeding, mulching, 

steam, mowing and brush cutting (in some 

cases mowing was also used to reduce 

incidence of particular pests).  

 
Need to review chemicals 

Several pesticides people reported using are 

either ineffective against the target 

pest/disease or not registered for that use. In 

one or two cases, the way the chemical was 

being used would expose the operator to 

unnecessary hazards, and a less toxic 

alternative should be chosen. Quite a few 

herbicides are used, but for a number of them, 

the label is ambiguous, meaning that in some 

states use around wildflowers may currently be 

‘off label’ and potentially illegal.  

 
Know your pest/disease 

Effective management requires understanding 

the disease, insect or weed problem. Good 

management will save time and money by 

avoiding application of ineffective pesticides.  

 

Work through a checklist so you fully understand 

the current pest/disease/weed problem before 

making (or not making) a control decision.  

Decide which specific disease/insect/weed you 

are dealing with. If you’re not sure, how can 

you get help to identify it? What conditions 

favour it? What is its lifecycle? How is it best 

managed and when? More details on how to 

do this step by step can be found on page 107 

of the RIRDC publication ‘Getting started in 

wildflower growing -    

How to grow native Australian and South 

African species for the cut flower market’. 

See https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-

090   

 
Example: scale insects.  

Many people have a problem with them. The 

survey identified several different types of scale 

insects, including white palm, oyster, pink wax 

and brown scale.  There is a lot of information 

about scale insects on the internet… 

For a detailed discussion of managing scale in 

waratahs, including photos, go to Appendix 3 in 
‘Growing Waratahs for cut flowers’, 

see https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-

087 

 

To control scale insects effectively, work 

through a checklist like this one. 

1. Do you actually have a scale insect 

problem, or is it something else? There are 

two broad types of scale insects - soft and 

hard scale insects. Which type do you 

have? This matters because hard scales are 

more difficult to control due to their 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-090
https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-090
https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-087
https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/12-087


 

protective oyster-like cover during parts of 

their life cycle.  

2. Exactly what scale insect are you dealing 

with? You need to know this because 

different scales have different life cycles. For 

many scales, some stages of the lifecycle 

are more susceptible to chemicals, and this 

is when you should target them to get 

effective control. Some scales complete 

only one generation each year while others 

have several.  

3. Are you also seeing ants on your plants? 

Ants make it more complicated as they can 

‘tend’ the scales to ensure they can 

continue to access the honeydew excreted 

by the scales (and ants also attack and 

feed on predatory insects). So you also 

need to control the ants. 

4. Do you need to use an insecticide or are 

only a few branches affected that you 

could prune off?  

5. Which insecticide will you choose? 

Insecticides differ in their effectiveness for 

certain scale types. If you use a broad 

spectrum insecticide, you may also kill a 

host of beneficial insects which would 

otherwise manage the scale problem for 

you – ladybirds, wasps, bugs and lacewings 

to name a few.  

6. Apply the pesticide, first checking your 

spray application equipment is working 

properly and you are getting full coverage 

of your plants. 

7. Review – check after several days to see if 

the scales are dead.  
 

What’s next? 

AgAware will review the survey results to 

develop a ‘pest management snapshot’ for our 

industry and a list of registered and permitted 

pesticides available to the industry in Australia. 

These will be published in the newsletter when 

they are available.  

 

AgAware will use the priority lists from each of 

the 19 industries to look for similar pesticide 

priorities between industries (consolidation) or 

high priority pesticides within each industry 

(individual). AgAware will then take these 

priorities to the AgVet Forum for 2016 and lobby 

for these pesticides to have the work 

undertaken for registration or permit using 

Federal Government money; it is expected at 

least one project per industry will be supported 

by Federal funds. 

 

Future opportunities 

There is expected to be another AgVet Forum in 

2017 where AgAware will lobby for RIRDC 

industry priorities again. Therefore if we add to 

the survey database by doing a follow up 

survey later this year, we may improve the 

chances of more work being undertaken for the 

wildflower industry. I look forward to more 

growers contributing to this process.  

 
*About silicon in plants. There is evidence based on 

several research studies, that silicon, when it is readily 

available to plants, plays an important role in their 

growth, mineral nutrition, mechanical strength, and 

resistance to fungal diseases, insect pests and 

adverse environmental conditions.  

 
Latest ‘Permit Status Report’  

The current pesticide minor-use permits for the 

cut flower industry are listed on the final page 

of this newsletter.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCP celebrates 25 years as the organic experts   

Organic Crop Protectants was formed in 

Sydney in 1991 by founding directors Leyland 

Minter and Dr Doreen Clark (AM). Leyland had 

a background in horticulture and agriculture 

and was looking for ways to develop more eco-

friendly products. He knew Doreen through her 

chemical testing and analysis business 

Analchem BioAssay and felt that together with 

her organic chemistry background they’d 

make a great team.     

 

The first product was Synertrol and represented 

a significant new offering to farmers and 

growers as a 100% botanical oil adjuvant that 

improved spray efficacy and reduced drift. 25 

years on Synertrol is still part of the range.  

During the intervening years, the OCP range 

has expanded significantly and now includes 

botanical and biological insecticides, 

fungicides, soil improvers, biostimulants, 

speciality foliar nutrients and fertilisers,  

biological agents (beneficial bacteria, fungi 

and viruses) and traps and monitoring devices.  

 

Behind this extensive product range is a strong 

commitment to being genuinely ecofriendly. 

No other Australian company provides the 

range of legitimate APVMA approved and 

registered organic products that are used by 

growers of certified organic produce.  

 

 In 2005 OCP launched their eco-organic 

garden range which introduced key OCP 
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products to home gardeners via small pack 

sizes.  

 

Raising awareness of beneficial insects was the 

driving force behind the creation of The 

Garden Guardians book with Jane Davenport 

in 2006. The book highlights the importance of 

beneficial insects in gardens and how to attract 

and look after them. It has been hugely 

popular, winning two Laurel Awards and being 

reprinted 4 times. There is even a US version. In 

2007 OCP pushed further into the world of 

beneficial insects introducing the ‘Backyard 

Buddies’ range of live insects.  

 

For 25 years OCP has worked closely with 

universities, government departments and other 

researchers to help develop innovative organic 

solutions. Some of these include:  

 

HIPPO Enhanced eco-oil. This initially involved 2 

years’ work with the NSW Dept of Primary 

Industries (DPI) to register Australia’s first plant 

based horticultural oil. This was followed up with 

6 years of research with Charles Sturt University 

and Washington State University to create a 

double action insecticide that controls pests 

while actively attracting beneficial insects into 

crops and gardens.  

  

eco-fungicide (and ecocarb) required 4 years 

of development with the South Australian 

Research and Development Institute (SARDI) 

looking for ways to control Powdery and Downy 

Mildews. The industry now has an organic 

alternative to the commonly used sulphur and 

copper sprays which cause havoc with 

pollinators, beneficial insects, soil microbes and 

earthworms.  

Metcalf Trichoderma Range came about as the 

company supported the work of Dr Dean 

Metcalf to isolate and manufacture a range of 

beneficial Trichoderma fungi that protect crops 

against common pathogens like phytophthora 

and botrytis.  

 

Some of OCP’s current research projects 

include an organic nematicide, new fruit fly 

control methods, pheromone isolation of fruit 

spotting bugs and trap development and an 

organic herbicide.  

 

Today OCP is co-owned by Doreen Clark and 

Gary Leeson, after Leyland retired a few years 

ago. Through her work with OCP and many 

other projects Doreen has amassed a string of 

recognitions including the Order of Australia for 

her contribution to science and education and 

a Centenary Medal.  

 

Gary Leeson, who has given well received 

presentations at several wildflower industry 

conferences, joined the company as a young 

horticultural scientist 23 years ago. For many 

years he has been driving new product 

development and expanding the company as 

its managing director. His commitment to the 

organic industry via OCP and as long term 

Chair of the Bio-Inputs Committee saw him 

collect the 2015 Organic Industry Silver 

Leadership Award at the Australian Organic 

Awards.  

 

If you’d like to learn more about OCPs products 

then visit www.ocp.com.au 
 

 

 

Books about pests, diseases, weeds and 

beneficial insects  

‘The Good Bug Book’ Second Edition 

Contains information about all the biological 

pest control organisms that can be bought 'off 

the shelf' in Australia and New Zealand from 

members of Australasian Biological Control 

(ABC). This second edition (110 pages) contains 

descriptions of twelve new organisms that were 

not included in the first edition. 

 

Topics covered include: 

 descriptions of each beneficial organism and its 

lifecycle (illustrated with colour photographs) 

 pests controlled 

 suitable crops and environments 

 how to handle and manage the parasites and 

predators before release, at release, and after 

release 

 cultural practices that promote establishment 

of beneficial organisms 

 compatibility of beneficial organisms with 

various pesticides. 

A general section on integrated pest 

management (IPM) rounds out the book. 

See 

http://www.goodbugs.org.au/goodbugbook.ht

ml 

The website also gives you details of 

commercial suppliers of ‘good bugs’. 
 

‘Garden Pests, Diseases and Good Bugs -The 

Ultimate Illustrated Guide for Australian 

Gardeners’ 

Author and photographer Denis Crawford has 

included over 750 stunning and detailed 

photographs to accompany his easy-to-follow 

and comprehensive advice on pests, diseases 

and beneficials. Use the photos to help you 

http://www.ocp.com.au/
http://www.goodbugs.org.au/goodbugbook.html
http://www.goodbugs.org.au/goodbugbook.html


 

decide if an insect is harmful or not, identify the 

signs of disease, and apply hands-on 

preventative and control techniques before 

resorting to pesticides. 

ABC Books, 2015. 

Available via ABC Books 

https://shop.abc.net.au/products/garden-

pests-diseases-pbk 

 

Books below are available via CSIRO Publishing 

– www.publish.csiro.au 

Available in hardcover and/or as eBooks. 

 
‘Pests, diseases and beneficials – friends and 

foes of Australian gardens’. 

This is an updated version of the book Friends 

and Foes of Australian Gardens first published 

by the author F. David Hockings in 1980. It will 

assist in identifying and dealing with common 

insects and small animals (such as bugs, 

beetles, caterpillars, thrips and mites). Clear 

descriptions and full colour images will help in 

identifying insects or other organisms. 

Information on feeding habits, life cycles and 

insect biology is included, as is advice about 

recognising and treating problems.  

 

While the book focuses on general garden 

situations, Australian native plants are included. 

There is also information on plant diseases, 

harmless and beneficial fungi, bacteria and 

viruses, physiological disorders and problems 

caused by horticultural mismanagement. 

CSIRO Publishing 2014. 280 pages. 

 
‘Miniature Lives – Identifying Insects in Your 

Home and Garden’ 

Author Michelle Gleeson provides a step-by-

step guide to identifying insects, with an 

illustrated identification key and detailed colour 

photos. 

CSIRO Publishing, 344 pp. Due March 2016. 

 
‘Insects of South-Eastern Australia’ 

This field guide by Roger Farrow uses host plants 

and behavioural attributes to help identify a 

range of insect species found in Australia’s 

temperate south east. 

CSIRO Publishing, 304pp. Due May 2016. 

 
‘A Guide to the Beetles of Australia’ 

Written by George Hangay and Paul Zborowski. 

The guide provides a comprehensive 

introduction to beetles, a group of insects that 

make up 40% of all insects known to science. 

CSIRO Publishing, 2010. 248pp.  

 

 ‘The Complete Field Guide for Butterflies of 

Australia’ 

In this updated 2nd edition, author Michael 

Braby provides a guide to all butterfly species 

on the Australian mainland and remote islands. 

CSIRO Publishing, 400pp. Due April 2016. 
 

‘A Guide to Spiders of Australia’ 

This definitive guide by Volker Framenau, 

Barbara Baehr and Paul Zborowski covers all 79 

families of spiders found in Australia. 

New Holland, 2014. 448pp. 

 
‘Integrated Pest Management for Crops and 

Pastures’ 

IPM experts Jessica Page and Paul Horne 

describe in straightforward language what is 

required for farmers to successfully implement 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in cropping 

and grazing operations. It explains the 

differences between conventional pesticide-

based controls and IPM, and demonstrates the 

advantages of IPM. 

The book also deals with the control methods: 

biological, cultural and chemical. Biological 

control agents discussed include both native 

and introduced species that attack pests. 

Cultural changes that have led to an increase 

in the incidence or severity of pest attack are 

also examined. The chapter on chemical 

control describes the different ways chemicals 

can affect beneficial species, also detailing 

acute, sub-lethal and transient toxicities of 

pesticides, drawing on examples from 
horticulture where necessary. 

Finally the book shows farmers how to put their 

IPM plan into action. 

Landlinks Press, 2008. 136pp. 

 

 ‘Controlling Invertebrate 

Pests in Agriculture’  

Another book by IPM experts Jessica Page and 

Paul Horne. Here they discuss the principles of 

pest management and relate this to historical 

methods as well as current and future 

directions. The book describes current practice, 

the concept of agricultural ecosystems, the role 

of pesticides and cultural control options. A 

separate chapter covers biological control and 

the different ways in which this may be 

implemented. 

 

 

https://shop.abc.net.au/products/garden-pests-diseases-pbk
https://shop.abc.net.au/products/garden-pests-diseases-pbk
http://www.publish.csiro.au/
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Included is a detailed examination of the 

application of pesticides, the different types 

that are available and how they may be 

integrated into more holistic approaches. A 

summary of all available pest control measures 

is given to allow the reader to decide which 

approach is best to adopt. The authors clearly 

describe why the most ecologically sound 

methods are not always adopted, but also 

explain why they can be adopted with great 

success. 

CSIRO Publishing, 2012. 128pp. 

 
‘Managing weeds’  

AgGuide Series 

This is for people interested in managing weeds 

in the landscape, either for the protection of 

our natural resources and biodiversity, or for the 

protection of agricultural production and 

productivity. A practical guide to help you 

design successful weed management 

programs. 

NSW Department of Primary Industries, 2013. 

105pp. 

 
‘Weeds of the South-East. An Identification 

Guide for Australia’ 

This is the fully updated 2nd edition by FJ 

Richardson, RG Richardson and RCH Shepherd. 

It’s a comprehensive field identification guide, 

with recent taxonomic changes included, new 

photos and an expanded glossary. 

Published by FJ and RG Richardson, 2011. 

546pp. 

 
Austrade Japan web info on the Aussie 

wildflower industry remains popular  

News from Japan is that the series of wildflower 

pages on the Austrade Japan website remain 

popular. These were prepared (in Japanese) by 

Austrade Tokyo’s Kazuko Nishikawa three years 

ago now, with assistance from WFA through 

Bettina Gollnow. The pages introduce the 

natural environment, wildflower farms, cut 

flower and foliage varieties grown, R&D, 

marketing and so on.  

Austrade Japan has several introduction pages 

profiling various Australian industries on their 

website. Of these, the wildflower section 

continues to get the highest page view. This is 

partly because this is the best publicly available 

information on wildflowers written in Japanese. 

It’s also because Kazuko continues to refer 

industry people and anyone making general 

enquiries about wildflowers to these pages.  
Thank you Kazuko! 

The Austrade website is a very effective and 

efficient way to get information about the 

industry and its products directly to florists and 
end-users in Japan.   

While the supply of wildflower products from 

Australia has decreased, a strong interest in 

wildflowers remains in Japan. For example, one 

large florist shop in Tokyo reportedly loves to use 

wildflowers in large arrangements but staff were 

amazed at the full range of products when they 

saw the ‘Flowers from Australia’ booklet. They 

haven’t seen many of those! They also noted 

that consumers are buying individual stems. 

Currently this business at least seems to be 

sourcing product from South Africa and this is 
reportedly of ‘variable quality’. 

Kazuko thinks more people are now trying to 

find out for themselves how to source 

wildflowers or related information. This is 

something positive for the Australian wildflower 
industry. 

Several WFA members report that they are 

keeping a close eye on the Japanese market, 

and even sending small shipments from time to 

time, to monitor changes in the export potential 
as exchange rates improve. 

If you have any ideas for export development 

programs to assist cut flower growers in regard 

to the Japanese market, please feel free to 

contact Bettina who will collate replies to pass 
on to Kazuko. 

Below are the links to the introduction page 

and series of 8 stories.  If you have any 

suggestions about additional topics, please 
contact Bettina.  

 Introduction page 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-

from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower-Top 

1.       Natural environment 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower1  

2.       Wildflower farm 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower2  

3.       Ranges of Wildflowers 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower3   

4.       Ranges of native greens 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower-Top
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower-Top
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower1
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower1
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower1
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower2
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower2
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower2
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower3
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower3
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower3
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower4


 
Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower4  

5.       Export of wildflowers 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower5  

6.       Wholesale of wildflowers in Australia 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower6  

7.       Retail sale of wildflowers in Australia 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower7  

8.       100 years of history for wildflower 

production in Australia 
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-

Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-

Information/Flower8   

 

About Valentine’s Day in Japan  

Kazuko has shared this information from 

Japan… 

In Japan women traditionally send chocolate 

to men, so chocolate companies enjoy 

booming sales at this time. The Japanese flower 

industry has been putting in extra effort over the 

last few years and have been working on an 

initiative called ‘Flower Valentine’ – 

encouraging men to buy and send flowers to 

women. This has been successful and sales of 

flowers on the Valentine’s Day have increased 

in recent years. 

 
Valentine’s sales at Sydney Flower Market 

Craig Scott from East Coast Wildflowers reports 

that despite a degree of nervousness in the 

lead up to Valentine’s Day falling on a Sunday, 

sales were good! Florists and other buyers were 

not sure how busy trade would be, and held 

back on their orders. As it turned out, all went 

well and florists possibly had a bit more time to 

prepare and despatch orders over the whole 

Friday to Sunday period. 

 

Demand and supply of Australian and South 

African products were good. The main product 

in short supply was silver dollar gum, a difficult 

product to have ready in the heat of summer – 

providing  bunches with sufficiently hardened 

foliage and no insect damage isn’t easy!  

 

2016 WFA National Student Floristry Competition 

This year students entering the competition will 

draw their inspiration from the Rio Olympics 

addressing the theme 'It's samba time!' 

 

Students will be asked to design a 'Welcome to 

Rio sheaf' to be presented to one of our 

Australian athletes to encourage them to do  

their best! The presentation sheaf is to feature 

natural stems. 

 

Florist and educator Del Thomas will be 

coordinating the competition this year, assisted 

by Bettina Gollnow. 

 

We are currently approaching potential 

sponsors and inviting their support to run the 

competition.  Sponsorship funds are used to 

administer the competition, develop 

information packs for the entrants, print and 

distribute certificates and provide cash and 

other prizes for the winners. 

 
We’re always looking for new sponsors, so if 

your business would like to join the supporters, 

please contact Bettina. 

Country of origin labelling – will it include 

flowers?  

WFA has joined with the Australian flower 

Council and FAQI in sending a consolidated 

flower industry response to the Country of Origin 

Labelling consultation process that is currently 

underway with the Federal Government. Shane 

Holborn from FAQI coordinated this activity. 

 

The Commonwealth Government proposes to 

revise the country of origin labelling framework, 

including the use of a new label for food with 

the kangaroo in a triangle logo and a bar chart 

showing what proportion of ingredients are from 

Australia. Such a scheme would offer 

consumers the opportunity to make decisions 

about what to buy, based on the proportion of 

imported product shown in a bar chart or a pie 

chart. 

 

At this point, the proposed framework only 

includes fresh and manufactured food, and 

does not include cut flowers and foliage. 

However, the industry felt it was worth putting 

forward the argument that cut flowers fit best in 

this process, as they are like fresh produce in 

how they are grown and sold.  

 

There will certainly be instances where imported 

products are mixed with Australian grown at 

wholesale or retail level. An example would be 

a retail outlet offering a fruit salad comprised of 

local and imported components. Another is a 

mixed bouquet comprised of Australian grown 

and imported flower and foliage products. It 

seems that the food industry feels that it’s 

possible to communicate this mix through the 

labelling.   

 

Flower buyers may wish only to purchase 

Australian Grown – certainly some florists are 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower5
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower5
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower5
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower6
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower6
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower6
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower7
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower7
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower7
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower8
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower8
http://www.austrade.gov.au/Local-Sites/Japan/Buy-from-Australia/Industry-Information/Flower8
http://asn.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=7ec837c7e3762431936c9ffe9&id=638bc2e79d&e=c88a1a0092
http://asn.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=7ec837c7e3762431936c9ffe9&id=638bc2e79d&e=c88a1a0092
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well aware of the distances travelled by 

imported flowers and of the treatments they 

receive, which may reduce their quality or vase 

life. Some growers are already branding their 

product to indicate it is Australian Grown.  

 

For those who import flowers, a country of origin 

labelling scheme offers a point of 

differentiation, as imported products may be 

unique or available ‘off season’ to local 

production, thereby extending availability.   

 

Certainly many consumers are not even aware 

that flowers are shipped half way around the 

world in some instances and some may have 

an issue with this (air miles, chemical usage, 

social responsibility, etc).  

 
Funding grants for women in agriculture  

In 2016, Women & Leadership Australia is 

administering a national initiative to support the 

development of female leaders across the 

agriculture sector. There are many women 

actively working in the wildflower industry and it 

would be great if at least one of them obtained 

one of these grants! 

 

This initiative will provide women in the 

agriculture sector with grants for leadership 

development. More specifically, grant 

applications are open to women employed in 

the agriculture sector at two levels.  

 

Please click on the preferred program link for 
details.  The deadline for expressing your 

interest for this funding in your sector ends on 

March 31st. 

 

1. Senior Management and Executive level 

Women Leaders can apply for $12,000 

Individual Grants to undertake the Advanced 

Leadership Program. 

 
2. Women Managers can apply for $5,000 

Individual Grants to undertake the Accelerated 

Leadership Performance Program. 

 

Expressions of Interest  

Click on the links above to find the Expression of 

Interest form.   

 

Should you wish to discuss the initiative in more 

detail please contact Ian Johnson at the office 

of the National Industry Scholarship Program, 

Australian School of Applied Management on 

03 9270 9016 or via ijohnson@wla.edu.au 

 
WIN AGM and meeting well attended 

Members from the Sydney region, Blue 

Mountains, Southern Highlands, South Coast 

and mid north coast come together for the 

AGM of the Wildflower Industry Network of NSW 

Inc. (WIN) on February 20. The meeting was 

hosted by Gordon and Carol Meiklejohn on 

their farm near Camden. 

 

The following members were elected to the 

committee for the coming year. 

Gordon Meiklejohn (President) 

David Robinson (Vice president) 

Frank Allatt (Secretary) 

Rosemary Viggers (Treasurer) 

Committee members: Brian Parry, Craig Scott 

and Sue Stewart. 

 

Business discussed at the meeting included joint 

links and activities involving WIN and other 

industry associations, building member benefits, 

promotional opportunities including 

participation in the 2016 ‘Wild about waratahs’ 

festival, availability of the waratah cultivar 

‘Starfire’ exclusively to WIN (and WFA) members 

and Sydney Market trends and information. An 

update on the waratah flowering project by Dr 

Robyn McConchie from the University of Sydney 

created much interest and discussion, and was 

followed by a farm walk. 

 

There used to be many more wildflower industry 

groups and networks than there are now. Many 

of them were quite active, hosting meetings 

and farm walks which give growers and others 

an opportunity to get together, compare notes 

and see ‘the bigger picture’ issues in the 

industry. It’s an interesting point – would the 

industry be stronger and attract more new 

growers if there were more active groups like 

WIN and its mid north coast offshoot?  
 

Waratah ‘Brimstone Starfire’ 

 
‘Brimstone Starfire’ won Champion bloom at the 2015 

waratah blooms competition held during the ‘Wild 

about Waratahs’ Festival. 

 

http://www.wla.edu.au/programs/ALP/ALP-Blended-Prospectus.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/programs/ALP/ALP-Blended-Prospectus.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/events/15/ALPP/ALPP-Prospectus-15-2.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/events/15/ALPP/ALPP-Prospectus-15-2.pdf
http://www.wla.edu.au/events/15/ALPP/ALPP-Prospectus-15-2.pdf
mailto:ijohnson@wla.edu.au


 

You may not be aware that plants of this very 

attractive waratah selection are only available 

to members of WIN and WFA.   

Bred by Paul Nixon, ‘Brimstone Starfire’ has a 

rich red, well shaped flower head featuring a 

double row of compact bracts. The head 

size and compactness of the bracts allow an 

economic pack out, suitable also for the export 

market.  

 

Financial members of the Wildflower Industry 

Network NSW Inc (WIN) and WFA have for some 

time been able to purchase plants from the 

breeder/propagator (Brimstone Waratahs) at a 

discounted price. This is on the basis that an 

end point royalty will be paid to Brimstone 

Waratahs - that means that when the flowers 

are sold, 5% of the sale price is returned. This 

would typically be about 20c per stem. 

Paul Nixon has generously decided that the 

end point royalties will be provided to WIN to 

fund research and development projects.  

 

Please contact Brimstone Waratahs for more 

information – www.brimstonewaratahs.com.au; 

email: info@brimstonewaratahs.com.au 

  

 Wildflower stamp series released 

 

In mid December 2014, Australia Post released 

a new set of stamps. These celebrate the rich 
floral diversity of Western Australia. These are: 

Rose Coneflower (Isopogon formosus) 

This is a low, bushy or slender, upright shrub that 

grows between 20 centimetres and two metres 

high. Its compact, divided foliage has pointed 

tips, and its blooms, which begin as tight 

globular cones, open to around six centimetres 

in diameter. The stamp design shows the 

subspecies dasylepis. 

 
Of the flowers featured on the stamps, 

coneflowers are the only ones used in floristry. 

Rose coneflower and another WA species, 

Isopogon latifolius are used, along with several 

east coast species. Other common names are 

isopogon and drumsticks.  

 

With Isopogon, foliage and fruit (cones) can be 

marketed as well as the flowers. Harvest flower 

heads when the first ring (up to 30%) of 

individual flowers is opening. The flowers are not 

believed to be ethylene sensitive. For maximum 

vase life, use a commercial postharvest solution 

or fresh clean water containing a registered 

biocide. 

 
Spiny Mirbelia (Mirbelia spinosa) is an erect or 

ascending spiny shrub that grows from 20 

centimetres to 1.5 metres. It has short, oblong-

shaped leaves and its pea-like flowers cluster 

along its branches. 

 
Blue Devil (Eryngium pinnatifidum) is a perennial 

herb that grows from 20 to 50 centimetres high. 

It was first described by Alexander von Bunge in 

1854.  The bold bloom is a little pineapple like in 

shape, with spiked “petals” protruding from the 

flower head. 

 
Delicate Golden Rainbow (Drosera microphylla) 

is a perennial tubular herb that grows to 

between 10 and 40 centimetres high. It prefers 

laterite and sandy soils and can often be found 

on rocky outcrops in the south-west of the state. 

 
Also released is a Wildflowers blank cover, a 

pictorial envelope that can be used to send a 

personal letter or for people to make their own 

souvenir cover of the stamp issue. This features 

Ptilotus. The stamps were designed by Simone 

Sakinofsky of the Australia Post Design Studio. 

 

RIRDC update 
WFA has just been advised that the Rural 

Industries Research and Development 

Corporation (RIRDC) is to relocate from 

Canberra to Wagga Wagga. Chair of RIRDC, 

Professor Daniela Stehlik has announced that at 

its February 24 meeting, the RIRDC Board 

agreed to relocate all operations to Wagga 

Wagga. A phased transfer will be completed 

by 1 July 2017.  

 

This decision reflects the preference of the 

Government to increase the presence of its 

R&D investment in regional Australia. RIRDC 

does not anticipate any substantial impact on 

the level of service provided to our industry and 

organisation as a result of the relocation. 

http://www.brimstonewaratahs.com.au/
mailto:info@brimstonewaratahs.com.au
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In addition, Craig Burns retires as RIRDC’s 

Managing Director on 26 February 2016. The 

RIRDC Board is currently undertaking a process 

to fill the Managing Director position.  

 
Feature flower: Bird’s Nest Banksia, Baxter’s 

Banksia 

 
 Botanical name: Banksia baxteri 

 
Origin: South coast of WA. 

 
Description: Attractive squat, domed, flower 

heads, greenish-yellow in colour. Each is brush-

like, composed of hundreds of tiny individual 

flowers or florets - each is fully open when the 

pin-like style is sticking out. The first florets to 

open are those at the base of the flower head. 

Foliage is dramatic and a major feature – stiff 

green leaves with a zigzag edge. 

 

Selections best suited to flower production have 

compact, tight flower heads on thin, straight 

stems (rather than more open flower heads on 

very thick, woody stems). 

 

Flower heads dry well and are also sold dried 

and dyed. The woody fruit (or cone) is also 

marketed. 

 

Grown commercially mainly in WA and SA. 

Plants in cultivation often flower at different 

times from plants growing in the wild, and come 

into flower at different times in different regions, 

thereby extending the season.  

 
Cultivation notes: Grows best in well drained, 

sandy soils and appears to tolerate mild frosts. 

Responds well to pruning, which is best done 

soon after the flowering season to maximise 

stem length for the next crop of flowers.  

 

Research has shown that most flowers are 

produced on shoots that are 2 years old and of 

a minimum diameter. So, in pruning, keep 

shoots with a stem diameter of 11 mm or more, 

and leave 4–5 healthy leaves below the cut, 

from which new shoots can grow to produce 

future flowers. Remove any thin and weak 

stems, which are less likely to flower. 

 

Like other banksias, B. baxteri is susceptible to 

Phytophthora root rot. The flower heads attract 

insects and need to be disinfested before 

harvest.  

 
Flowering season: November to March. 

 

Typical vase life: 14 days. 

 
Sold as single stems: Stem lengths typically100, 

90, 80, 70, 60, 50 and 40 cm. 
When to harvest: The number of open florets on 

the head determines the correct picking stage 

for maximum vase life. Harvest when the flower 

head is fully formed, and the top firm and 

round. Aim for <20% of individual florets open at 

the base of the flower head (domestic market); 

no individual florets open (for export markets). 

Avoid harvesting when flower is wet. 

These Banksias dry out quickly and lose 

freshness and quality. For the fresh market, 

place stems in clean potable water with an 

added registered biocide quickly after harvest 

and cool. To date, banksias have not 

responded to floral preservatives. Sucrose 

pulsing does not improve quality or vase life 

(sucrose concentrations above 2% are 

detrimental). Flowers do not open further after 

harvest. 

 
Tips for florists: Look for clear greenish yellow 

(almost luminescent) flower heads. Avoid 

asymmetrical, deformed or damaged blooms 

and flower stems with bypass shoots at the base 

of the flower head. Avoid dull, dried out flower 

heads and stems with dull green leaves – these 

are old stock.  
 

Recut stems and place into fresh water 

containing a registered biocide. To increase 

water uptake and improve hydration it may be 

worth holding the stems in deep water (e.g. 20 

cm).   

 
Ethylene susceptibility: Banksia baxteri does not 

seem to be ethylene sensitive.  
 

Adapted with acknowledgement from the Australian 

Wildflower Quality Specification for ’Baxter’s Banksia’, 

November 2010. Available to download or purchase 

at https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/10-031 

Photos courtesy of Lowan Turton and NSW DPI. 

 

 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/10-031


 
WFA Secretariat update  
The transfer of WFA Secretariat functions to 

FAQI is now complete. Please contact the 

secretariat by emailing 

secretariat@wildflowersaustralia.com.au 

(Unchanged) or phone Wendy Ketter on 07 

3821 3350. 

 

 
Events 2016 
May 17-19 PMA FRESH CONNECTIONS 2016: 

GROWING A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

Venue: Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre 

PMA Fresh Connections 2016 is a networking, 

educational and business event for the entire 

fresh fruit, vegetable and floral industries of 

Australia and New Zealand. The organisers are 

promising a bright and dynamic three-day 

format allowing you to mix-and-match the 

events and topics to best suit your company 

and your staff. 

Day One: Conference: leading international 

and local speakers 
Day Two: Trade Show: doing business and 

showcasing all the latest technologies & 

products. 
Day Three: Special Interest Groups: including 

Organics, Foodservice, Exports. 
Social Events: Networking Reception, Industry 

Breakfast, Gala Dinner. 

See more on the website:  

http://www.pmafreshconnections.com.au/ 
 

June 8 Inaugural Agri Investor Australia Forum 

2016 

Grand Hyatt, Melbourne. This forum will gather 

leading investors, agricultural operators and 

government advisors for a pivotal discussion on 

the next phase of investment in one of the 

world’s fastest growing alternatives. 

 

For more information on this event, contact 

Andrew Wolff at andrew.w@peimedia.com 

Draft program available at: 

https://www.agriinvestor.com/event/australia-

forum/ 
 

June 14-16 GreenTech Amsterdam. The 

organisers are promoting this event as the 

global meeting place for all professionals 

involved in horticulture technology – a platform 

to network, exchange ideas and do business.  
 

In 2014 Greentech attracted an international 

audience of 8,153 with 298 exhibitors from 23 

countries, showcasing their latest innovations, 

products, services, and solutions. 

Details: http://www.greentech.nl/amsterdam/ 

 
June 20-22 The International Floriculture Expo, 

Chicago, USA. The IFE is an annual event where 

the floral industry gathers to discover new 

products, source new suppliers, network, and 

learn. It is considered to be North America’s 

leading industry trade event, bringing together 

the highest-volume buyers from the floral 

industry, connecting them with companies that 

offer an array of products and services. 

The event begins with an education day (June 

20) where presenters will showcase the latest 

trends in the floriculture industry. Topics include 

merchandising trends, sustainability and eco-

labeling, pricing analysis and cost-savings, and 

more! 

IFE 2016 will be co-located with United 

Fresh, FMI Connect & Global Cold Chain Expo 

in Chicago. The combination of these powerful 

events will bring together cross-category 

retailers from high volume mass markets and 

mid-size grocers, to independent operators 

from the local, national and international 

markets. 

See http://www.floriexpo.com/about/ 
 

October 12-14 IFEX – Japan’s largest flower 

industry trade show. 

Venue: Makuhari Messe, Japan.  

See http://www.ifex.jp/en/ 

  

How to contact WFA  
Bettina Gollnow (Communications and Extension 

Manager):  

management@wildflowersaustralia.com.au  

Mobile: +61 4 3426 5817/0434 265 817  

 

Secretariat (Wendy Ketter) 

P.O. Box 327 

Cleveland Qld 4163 

Phone: 07 3821 3350 

Fax: 07 3286 3094 

 
The advice provided in this newsletter is intended as a source of 
information only.  WildFlowers Australia Ltd does not guarantee that 
the newsletter is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for 
your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for error, 
loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any 

information in this communication. 

 

This newsletter is an activity funded by the RIRDC project 

PRJ-009045 Capacity Building and Communications for the 

Wildflower industry stage 2.  

It has been compiled by Bettina Gollnow, the 

Communications & Extension Manager, also funded by this 

project.   

 

  
 

  

mailto:secretariat@wildflowersaustralia.com.au
mailto:andrew.w@peimedia.com?subject=Programme%20Enquiry%3A%20Agri%20Investor%20Australia%20Forum%202016
https://www.agriinvestor.com/event/australia-forum/
https://www.agriinvestor.com/event/australia-forum/
http://www.greentech.nl/amsterdam/
http://www.floriexpo.com/about/
http://www.ifex.jp/en/
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Table 1: List of all current permits 

Permit ID Description Date Issued Expiry Date Permit holder 

PER10725 Glyphosate / Imported cut flowers / Quarantine purposes 01-Jul-08 01-Jul-18 AQIS 

PER11771 Pirimor, Prodigy, Insegar, Chess, Avatar, Applaud / Cut flowers / Various insect pests 27-Jun-12 30-Sep-17 Flower Assoc Qld 

/ AgAware  

PER12156 Triadimenol, Triforine, Mancozeb, Azoxystrobin, Copper oxychloride, oxycarboxin and 

propiconazole / Nursery stock (non-food), ornamentals and cut flowers / Myrtle Rust 

(Uredo rangelii) 

9-Sep-10 30-Aug-18 NGIA / AgAware  

PER12319 Triadimenol, Triforine, Propiconazole & Azoxystrobin / Hosts at infected premises / 

Myrtle Rust (Uredo rangelii) 

05-Aug-10 30-Aug-20 NSW DPI 

PER12785 Deltamethrin & Iprodione / Cut flowers for export / Quarantine pests and diseases Reissued 30-Oct-

15 

30-Jun-21 Wildflowers Aust 

/ AgAware  

PER80688 Dimethoate / Cut flowers & ornamentals / Spiraling Whitefly 26-Mar-15 31-Mar-17 NGIA / AgAware  

PER81980 Fungicides (various) / cut flowers / various diseases 

Renewal permit.  

Issued for all states, except Vic.  

No additional data required but APVMA wants the uses registered and justification of 

minor-use. 

3-Feb-16 31-Dec-21 Aust Flower 

Council / 

AgAware 

Notes: Pesticide legislation differs between 

states and territories.  

If you are using a product as permitted by a 

minor use permit, you need to keep a copy of 
the MUP on file. 

Victorian growers can use whatever product 
they like with the following restrictions: 

 

 The product needs to be registered in 

Victoria 

 You cannot use the product if it says, ‘do 

not…’ 

 You cannot use a ‘restricted’ or ‘S7’ product 

off-label. 

 You cannot use the product at a higher rate 

or frequency than the label states. 

 

Information provided by AgAware Consulting Pty 

Ltd. 

 


